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Joseph  Smith,  the  great  Latter-day  Prophet, 
Inspires  Young  Men  and  Women. 

"By  my  actions  I  will  prove  my  allegiance  to  the  Church." 

INSPIRING    AND    COMPREHENSIVE 

sermon  delivered  October  5,  1934,  in  the  great  Mormon  Tabernacle 

at  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  by  Dr,   Richard   R.   Lyman,  an   eminent 

Civil  Engineer,  and  a  member  of  the  Quorum  of  Twelve  Apostles 

of  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-Day  Saints. 


As  an  officer  of  the  Mutual  Improve- 
ment Association  of  the  Church,  I  desire 
to  speak  briefly  in  this  conference  of 
some  of  the  ideals  we  are  striving"  for  in 
this  great  young  peoples'  organization. 
This  M.I. A.  structure  of  activity,  this 
Mutual  Improvement  program  that 
means  actions  noble  and  high  and  exalted 
on  the  part  of  your  young  folks,  speaks 
louder  than  can  words  that  we  are  giv- 
ing genuine  allegiance  to  the  Church. 


M.I.A.  Slogan. 

Our  slogan  for  the  present  season  is  : 
"  By  my  actions  I  will  prove  my  allegi- 
ance to  the  Church."  Our  young  people 
are  repeating  it  everywhere.  Perhaps 
most  of  you  who  are  in  attendance  at 
this  General  Conference  have  also  re- 
peated it.  Judging  from  the  spirit  of 
the  Mutual  conventions  which,  during 
the  last  three  months,  have  been  held  in 
nearly  all  of  our  stakes,  our  young  folk, 
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our  young'  men  and  young-  women,  have 
been  found  putting  forth  an  effective  and 
commendable  effort,  they  have  been 
struggling  earnestly,  and  it  seems 
successfully,  to  live  in  accordance  with 
this  practical  teaching,  this  intensely 
practical  doctrine  of  letting  their  con- 
duct tell  of  their  interest  in  and  their 
devotion  to  the  Church.  Their  attitude 
is  giving  us  cheer  and  encouragement. 

Misunderstandings    between    youth    and 
Maturity. 

There  have  always  been  misunderstand- 
ings more  or  less  serious  between  the 
younger  and  the  older  folks  and  probably 
this  condition  will  always  prevail. 
Maturity  always  fears  for  the  morality, 
for  the  faith  and  for  the  safety  of  those 
who  are  young,  while  on  the  other  hand, 
those  who  are  young  feel  keenly  that  they 
are  not  understood  by  those  who  are 
older.  In  the  past,  however,  youth  seems 
always  to  have  gotten  along  fairly  well 
in  some  way  or  other.  Remember  we 
who  are  the  grown-ups  of  to-day,  we 
who  have  the  grey  heads  now  were  the 
youth  of  yesterday. 

M.I. A.  Manuals  and  Books. 

As  an  evidence  of  our  sincerity  in 
adopting  this  year's  slogan,  I  refer  you 
to  our  M.I. A.  manuals  and  the  books  on 
our  reading  course.  I  need  not  name 
them.  They  are  available  to  you  since 
they  are  being  studied  in  all  your  wards. 
Concerning  one  of  these,  the  manual  for 
the  M  Men  department,  written  by  Dr. 
Lowell  L.  Bennion  and  entitled  "  What 
About  Religion,"  I  understood  President 
Grant  to  say  that  this  little  volume 
pleased  him  greatly,  so  much  so  in  fact 
that  he  regards  it  as  one  of  the  best  pieces 
of  literature  the  Church  has  produced. 

But  it  is  not  of  this  but  of  our  Adult 
Manual  that  I  desire  on  this  occasion  to 
say  a  few  words.  This  publication  has 
been  prepared  by  our  able  writer  and 
scholar,  John  Henry  Evans,  and  its  title 
is  "  The  Leadership  of  Joseph  Smith." 
Realizing  that  members  of  the  Church 
cannot  learn  too  much  of  this  strong, 
outstanding,  divinely  guided  leader,  we 
have  had  this  manual  prepared  confident 
that  as  you  read  and  study  it  you  will 
find  new  joy  and  faith  and  testimony. 
The  more  we  learn  of  Joseph  Smith  the 
Prophet,    the    greater    and    grander    and 


nobler  as  an  inspired  leader  and  prophet 
will  we  discover  him  to  be  and  the  more 
we  will  desire  to  follow  his  inspired 
leadership. 

A   subject   on   which   all   can   agree. 

The  divinity  of  the  teachings,  the 
revelations  and  the  messages  of  the  Pro- 
phet is  one  subject  on  which  all  genuine 
Latter-day  Saints,  young  as  well  as  old, 
can  and  must  agree.  We  have  in  him 
a  man  genuinely  great.  He  was  made 
so,  we  verily  believe,  by  the  power  of 
God.  I  have  been  looking  all  my  days 
for  some  one,  philosopher,  statesman  or 
scholar,  who  could  account  for  the 
numerous  outstanding  accomplishments 
of  Joseph  Smith  in  any  way  other  than 
he  was  guided  by  divine  power.  Thus 
far  I  have  found  no  one,  scholar,  philo- 
sopher or  other  wise  man,  who  could 
account  for  him  and  his  accomplishments 
in   any  other  way. 

The  personality  of  Joseph  Smith. 

In  this  outstanding  personage,  the 
Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  no  one  was 
ever  disappointed.  The  fondest  antici- 
pations of  those  who  had  heard  of  him 
as  a.  new  and  modern  and  marvellous 
prophet  were  mild  indeed  compared  with 
the  actual  impressions  that  his  presence, 
his  personality  and  his  individual  con- 
tact produced.  Dr.  Andrew  D.  White, 
outstanding  teacher,  president  of  Cornell 
University,  scholar,  diplomat  and  states- 
man, told  me  with  his  own  lips  that  while 
he  had  seen  the  Prophet  in  Nauvoo  for 
but  a  moment  he  regarded  him  as  not 
only  a  strong  personality  but  as  a  most 
unusual   and  magnetic  one. 

Joseph  Smith  aroused  the  keenest 
interest  in  every  one  who  met  him. 
From  those  who  are  not  members  of 
our  own  Church,  he  invariably  command- 
ed respect  and  admiration.  From  his 
fellow  churchmen  he  drew  forth  an  un- 
dying love  that  we  might  call  almost 
adoration.  Our     outstanding      leaders 

who  travelled  far  to  see  the  Prophet  soon 
found  themselves  tied  to  him  with  that 
affection  which  nothing  else  can  pro- 
duce but  the  power  of  Almighty  God. 
Parley  P.  Pratt  came  to  him  from  Ohio, 
Orson  Pratt  from  New  York,  Sidney 
Rigdon  and  Edward  Partridge  from  Ohio, 
John  Taylor  from  Canada,  Brigham 
Young  from  Vermont,   Willard  Richards 
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and  Orson  Spencer  from  Massachusetts, 
Charles  C.  Rich  from  Ilinois,  etc.  Many 
other  outstanding  scholars,  pioneers  and 
great  men  of  the  Church  came  from  all 
parts  of  the  nation  and  not  one  was  dis- 
appointed in  the  character,  the  person- 
ality and  the  leadership  of  Joseph  Smith. 
All  were  glad  of  an  opportunity  to  fol- 
low his  inspired  leadership  and  considered 
so  doing  an  outstanding  privilege. 
Strangers  who  came  to  see  him,  even 
from  foreign  countries,  invariably  looked 
upon  him  with  admiration. 

Tributes  by  Contemporaries. 

"  Although  in  him  there  was 
nothing  strange  or  different  from  other 
men  in  his  personal  appearance,"  said 
Amasa  M.  Tyman  who  came  from 
Massachusetts,  "  yet  when  he  grasped 
my  hand  in  that  cordial  way  known  to 
those  who  had  met  him  in  the  honest 
simplicity  of  truth,  I  felt  as  one  of  old 
in  the  presence  of  the  Lord.  My 
strength  seemed  to  be  gone,  so  that  it 
required  an  effort  on  my  part  to>  stand 
on  my  feet. 

"  But  in  all  this,"  says  he,  "  there 
was  no  fear.  The  serenity  and  peace 
of  heaven  pervaded  my  soul,  and  the 
still,  small  voice  of  the  Spirit  whispered 
its  living  testimony  into  the  depths  of 
my  being  that  he  was  a  man  of  God." 
(Joseph  Smith  the  American  Prophet, 
Evans,  p.  5.) 

Josiah  Quincy  has  said  that  it  is  by  no 
means  improbable  that  some  future  text 
book  will  state  that  the  historical  Ameri- 
can of  the  nineteenth  century  that  has 
exerted  the  most  powerful  influence  upon 
the  destinies  of  his  country  is  Joseph 
Smith  the  Mormon  prophet.  "  Born  in 
the  lowest  ranks  of  poverty,"  continues 
Quincy,  "  he  had,  without  book  learn- 
ing, made  himself  at  the  age  of  39  a 
power  upon  the  earth.  If  the  reader  does 
not  know  what  to  make  of  Joseph  Smith, 
I  cannot  help  him  out  of  the  difficulty 
since  I  myself  stand  hopeless  before  the 
puzzle."  (Joseph  Smith  the  American 
Prophet,  pp.  4  and  13.) 

A  great  leader  and  prophet. 

It  is  certain,  says  John  Henry  Evans 
(p.  vii)  that  "  no  more  spectacular  or 
strange  or  dyamic  or  fascinating  per- 
sonality can  be  found  in  modern  history." 
Evans  further  writes  : 


Here  is  a  man  who  was  born  in  the 
stark  hills  of  Vermon ;  who  was  reared 
in  the  backwoods  of  New  York ;  who 
never  looked  inside  a  college  or  a  high 
school ;  who>  lived  in  six  states,  no  one 
of  which  would  own  him  during  his 
lifetime ;  who  spent  months  in  the  vile 
prisons  of  the  period ;  who  even  when 
he  had  his  freedom,  was  hounded  like 
a  fugitive ;  who  was  covered  once  with 
a  coat  of  tar  and  feathers,  and  left  for 
dead ;  who  with  his  following,  was 
driven  by  irate  neighbours  from  New 
York  to  Ohio,  from  Ohio  to  Missouri, 
and  from  Missouri  to  Illinois ;  and  who, 
at  the  unripe  age  of  thirty -nine  was 
shot  to  death  by  a  mob  with  painted 
faces. 

Yet  this  man  became  the  mayor  of 
the  biggest  town  in  Illinois  and  the 
state's  most  prominent  citizen,  the 
commander  of  the  largest  body  of 
trained  soldiers  in  the  nation  outside 
of  the  Federal  army,  the  founder  of 
cities  and  of  a  university,  and  aspired 
to  become  President  of  the  United 
States. 

On   the  threshold   of  an 

organizing  age  he  established  the  most 
nearly  perfect  social  mechanism  in  the 
modern  world  and  developed  a  re- 
ligious philosophy  that  challenges  any- 
thing of  the  kind  in  history,  for  com- 
pleteness and  cohesion.  And  he  set 
up  the  machinery  for  an  economic  sys- 
tem that  would  take  the  brood  of  Fears 
out  of  the  heart  of  man — that  is,  the 
fear  of  want  through  sickness,  old  age, 
unemployment  and  poverty.  In  thirty 
nations  are  men  and  women  who  look 
upon  him  as  a  greater  leader  than 
Moses  and  a  greater  prophet  than 
Isaiah.  (See  introductory  page  of 
Evans'   book.) 

Is  it  any  wonder  that  we  recommend, 
in  fact,  that  we  urge  not  only  the  youth 
but  all  other  members  of  the  Church  to 
make  a  more  careful  study  of  the  out- 
standing accomplishments,  teachings, 
life  and  doctrines  of  this  great  leader 
and  prophet  under  whose  inspired  leader- 
ship the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  has  been 
restored  and  re-established? 

Perhaps  by  reading  and  studying  his 
life  we  ourselves  may  be  able  to  acquire 
in  some  small  degree  some  of  his  marvel- 
lous traits  of  character.  It  is  certainly 
our  duty  as   members  of  the  Church   of 
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Jesus  Christ — believers  in  the  Gospel  plan 
restored  and  established  by  the  power  of 
God  through  this  Prophet,  to  know  more 
of  this  great  character. 

Samples  of  Inspiration. 

Listen  to  a  few  sentences  from  some 
of  the  revelations  which  have  come  to 
us   through   this   modern    Prophet : 

Hearken,  O  ye  people  of  my  church, 
saith  the  voice  of  him  who  dwells  on 
high,  and  whose  eyes  are  upon  all 
men;  yea,,  veriiy  I  say:  Hearken  ye 
people  from  afar  ;  and  ye  that  are  upon 
the  islands  of  the   sea  listen  together. 

For  verily  the  voice  of  the  Lord  is 
unto  all  men,  and  there  is  none  to 
escape  ;  and  there  is  no  eye  that  shall 
not  see ;  neither  ear  that  shall  not  hear, 
neither  heart  that  shall  not  be  pene- 
trated. (Doc.  and  Gov.  1  :  1-2.) 
And  further  : 

I  the  Lord  cannot  look  upon  sin  with 
the  least  degree  of  allowance.  (Doc. 
and  Cov.    1    :  31.) 

These  are  but  samples  of  the  language 
and  the  inspiration  contained  in  some  of 
the  words  given  to  us  by  the  Prophet, 
our  Prophet,  the  Prophet  of  the  Lord, 
the   Prophet   of   these   last   days. 

Behold,  verily,  thus  saith  the  Lord 
unto  you  :  In  consequence  of  evils  and 
designs  which  do  and  will  exist  in  the 
hearts  of  conspiring  men  in  the  last 
days,  I  have  warned  you  and  foreworn 
you,  by  giving  unto  you  this  word  of 
wisdom  by  revelation.  (Doc.  and  Cov. 
89    :  4.) 

Not  good  for  man. 

This  Word  of  Wisdom  informs  us  that 
tea  and  coffee  and  tobacco  and  strong 
drinks  are  not  good  for  man. 

While  it  is  true  that  on  the  7th  day 
of  November  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1933,  the  people  of  the  United  States  by 
their  votes  repealed  Prohibition,  while 
they  repealed  the  Eighteenth  Amend- 
ment, the  people  did  not  then  nor  will 
they  ever  repeal  that  law  of  nature  which 
says  that  alcohol  is  a  poison.  The  people 
did  not  then  nor  will  they  ever  repeal  the 
Word  of  Wisdom  which  says  strong 
drinks  are  not  good  for  man. 

Actions  not  only  speak  louder,  but  they 
speak  much  louder  thr.n  do  words.  He 
who  belongs  to  the  L.D.S.  group  and 
drinks    tea     or     drinks    coffee     or     uses 


tobacco  in  any  form  or  fails  to  resist  the 
temptation  to  drink  his  glass  of  beer  or 
any  other  beverage  containing  alcohol 
surely  cannot  regard  himself  as  being 
true  to  his  own  group.  Certainly  he  is 
not  by  his  actions  proving  his  allegiance 
to   the   Church. 

What  action  of  mine  are  referred  to 
in  this  slogan?  As  I  repeat  it  do  I 
give  proper  consideration  to  Church 
standards  and  do  I  analyze  my  conduct 
with  regard  to  these  standards? 

Honesty  and  fair   dealing. 

First,  we  believe  in  being  honest.  Do 
we  have  this  in  mind  when  we  say  that 
by  our  actions  we  will  prove  our  allegi- 
ance to  the  Church?  If  we  live  up  to 
the  ideal  expressed  in  this  slogan,  then 
in  our  dealings  we  are  to  be  fair.  When 
we  speak  we  are  to  tell  the  truth.  If 
by  our  actions  we  are  to  show  ourselves 
to  be  honest,  we  will  not  create  a  false 
impression  by  telling  only  half  of  the 
truth.  In  short,  our  dealings  with  our 
fellowmen  will  be  so  fair  and  so  frank, 
so  honest  that  we  shall  have  nothing  to 
conceal.  By  thus  living  and  thus  act- 
ing we  shall  so  teach  the  Gospel  that  by 
our  actions,  which  speak  louder  than  any 
words,  we  shall  teach  our  neighbours  and 
our  business  associates  that  we  not  only 
believe  the  Gospel  as  it  has  been  revealed 
through  Joseph  Smith  the  Prophet,  but 
we  in  our  very  lives  are  practising  it.  We 
shall  then  be  proving  by  our  conduct  our 
allegiance  to  the  Church  and  our  faith 
in  the  divinity  of  the  message  brought 
to  us  through  this  outstanding  and 
marvellous  modern  man,  the  Prophet 
Joseph   Smith. 

In   accordance   with   high   ideals. 

Next,  we  believe  in  being  true,  chaste, 
benevolent,  virtuous  and  in  doing  good 
to  all  men.  In  our  dealings  with  our 
fellow*  day  by  day  and  all  the  time  if 
we  are  true  to  the  promise  in  this  pledge, 
this  slogan,  then  we  must  try  unceasing- 
ly to  live  in  accordance  with  all  these  high 
ideals.  Thus  we  shall  prove  that  we 
have  faith  in  and  that  we  are  struggling 
to  live  in  accordance  with  the  high  ideals, 
the  standards  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

By  being  honest,  true,  chaste,  bene- 
volent, virtuous  and  in  doing  good  to  all 
men,    by   going   forward   literally  by   the 
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tens  of  thousands  and  thus  by  our  actions 
proving-  our  allegiance  to  the  Church,  we 
are,  as  our  new  M.I. A.  song  by  Miss 
Beesley  says,  "  Building  to-day  the  house 
of  youth.  Its  foundations  are  strong 
and  secure.  Faith  in  God  and  devotion 
to  truth,  honour  that  shall  endure.  Its 
walls  are  adorned  with  garlands  bright," 
in  which  "  virtue  and  love  entwine;  and 
its  structure  shall  rise  till  it  reaches  the 
skies,   gleaming  with  light  divine. 

It  is  not  by  our  words  only  but  by 
our  actions,  by  living  in  acccordance  with 
the  ideals  expressed  in  this  new  and 
noble  song  that  we  are  building  a  struc- 
ture that  will  be  great  and  glorious  and 
beautiful.  The  structure  will  rise  until 
it  reaches  the  skies  and  it  will  be  lighted 
with  the  light  and  power  and  inspiration 
of     Almighty      God.  It      will     indeed 

"  gleam  with  light  divine." 

The  road  to  perfection. 

I  am  speaking  now  of  the  ideals  of 
our  institution,  the  ideals  of  the  Church. 
As  M.i.A.  workers  we  may  not  be  able 
always  to  live  strictly  in  accordance  with 
these,  all  cannot  reach  the  top ;  this  would 
be  impossible  since  our  goal  is  perfec- 
tion. With  us  who  have  weaknesses, 
\yit>  us  who  lack  strength  to  resist 
temptation,  I  appeal  to  you  to  have 
patience  and  charity.  We  pledge  our- 
selves that  all  the  time  and  without  ceas- 
ing we  shall  try  to  do  and  to  be  better. 
We  have  had  come  into  our  souls  that 
light  and  inspiration  which  comes  with 
the  receiving  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  we  have 
tugging  at  our  feet  constantly  that  pull 
to  do'  right,  that  pull  whose  aim  is  to 
bring  us  back  into  the  straight  way,  that 
way  which  is  narrow.  We  expect  this  pull 
to  continue  as  long  as  in  our  souls  there 
is  that  glow  of  joy  and  satisfaction  that 
nothing  else  can  give  but  a  testimony 
and  knowledge  of  the  divinity  of  the  mis- 
sion cf  the  Prophet.  I  mean  that  know- 
ledge and  testimony  which  nothing  else 
can  bring  but  righteous  living  and  the 
power  of  God. 


A  testimony  of  the  Gospel  can  only 
come  to  people  who  are  willing  to 
apply  themselves  to  first  learning  the 
Gospel,  and  then  putting  into  practice 
its  principles. — Elder  John   H.   Taylor. 


Mormon  U.S.  Senator 
for  30  years. 

Great  Mormon  Tabernacle  Choir. 


Mormonism  and  Palestine. 


Sermon,  6th  October,  1934,  by  Elder  Reed 
Smoot,  a  member  of  the  Quorum  of  Twelve, 
and  a  U.S.  Senator  from  Utah  for  30  years. 


I  do  not  think  that  I  ever  attended  a 
General  Conference  of  the  Church  when 
I  have  felt  a  greater  portion  of  the  spirit 
of  the  Lord  and  when  I  have  been  more 
in  accordance  with  the  statements  made 
by  those  who  spoke.  There  is  an  echo 
in  my  heart  to  all  that  has  been  said, 
and  I  am  quite  sure  that  everyone  present 
has  that  same  feeling  of  loyalty  to  the 
Church 

Charges  in  Smoot  investigation. 

I  picked  up  volume  three  of  the  "In- 
vestigation of  Reed  Smoot,"  and  it 
opened  to  page  593.  I  read  these  words, 
which  are  part  of  the  charges  made 
against  me  by  Mr.  Tayler,  the  prosecut- 
ing attorney,  I  may  term  him,  at  that 
time  : 

Several  hundred  thousand  sincere 
men  and  women  have  believed  and  now 
believe,  as  they  believe  in  their  own 
existence,  that  Joseph  Smith,  Jr.,  re- 
ceived revelations  direct  from  God,  and 
if  anyone  ever  believed  that  we  must 
assume  that  Senator  Smoot  believes  it. 
Now  a  Senator  of  the  United  States 
might  believe  anything  else  in  the  world 
but  that  and  not  be  ineligible  to  a  seat 
in  the  body  to  which  he  belongs.  He 
might  believe  in  polygamy ;  he  might 
believe  that  murder  was  commendable  ; 
he  might  deny  the  propriety  as  a  rule 
of  life  of  all  the  ten  commandments ; 
he  might  believe  in  the  sacrifice  of 
human  life ;  he  might  believe  in  no 
God  or  in  a  thousand  gods ;  he  might 
be  Jew  or  Gentile,  Mohammedan  or 
Buddhist,  atheist  or  pantheist ;  he 
might  believe  that  the  world  began  last 
year  and  would  end  next  year,  but  to 
believe  with  the  conviction  that  Reed 
Smoot    possesses    that    God    speaks    to 
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him  or  may  speak  to  him  is  to  admit 
by  the  inevitable  log-ic  of  his  convic- 
tion that  there  is  a  superior  authority 
with  whom  here  and  now  he  may  con- 
verse, and  whose  command  he  can  no 
more  refuse  to  obey  than  he  can  will 
himself  not  to  think. 

Faith  in  God  and  His  revelations. 

My  brethren  and  sisters,  in  my  answer 
to  the  charges  of  Mr.  Tayler,  do  you 
think  for  a  moment  that  I  would  admit 
that  I  was  not  to  be  a  Senator  because 
I  believed  in  a  living  God ;  because  I  be- 
lieved that  Joseph  Smith  was  a  prophet 
of  the  living  God;  establishing  God's 
work  here  upon  this  earth  in  this  dis- 
pensation? No.  I  wanted  every 
Senator  and  every  person  in  all  the 
World,  if  it  were  possible,  to  understand 
that  the  charge  that  was  made  against 
me  upon  that  occasion  I  agreed  was  cor- 
rect as  far  as  my  belief  in  receiving 
revelations  from  God,  or  that  Josepft 
Smith  was  a  prophet  of  the  living  God. 
I  never  want  to  live  long  enough  that 
that  testimony  shall  not  be  burning  in  my 
soul.  Rather  would  I  die  than  have  such 
a  thing  happen  to  me.  I  know  that  he 
was  a  prophet  of  God.  I  know  that 
God  and  His  Son  Jesus  Christ  appeared 
to  him.  I  know  that  this  is  the  work  ot 
God,  and  just  as  sure  as  we  live  the  world 
will  acknowledge  it  some  time  or  other. 

Tribute   to  the   choir. 

I  received  a  letter  the  other  day,  and 
while  I  have  listened  to  the  choir  and 
know  what  a  wonderful  agency  it  has 
been  to  allay  the  prejudices  of  the  people 
against  the  Church,  I  would  like  to  read 
this  letter  to  you.  It  is  from  370 
Seventh  Avenue,  New  York,  and  dated 
August  26th,   1934: 

For  more  than  a  year  I  have  pro- 
mised myself  that  I  would  do  what  I 
am  now  doing,  to  express  to  you  as 
one  of  the  heads  of  the  Mormon  Church 
our  appreciation  for  the  wonderful  con- 
tribution you  folks  are  making  in  your 
Sunday  presentation  of  the  Mormon 
choir. 

Vacationing  down  along  the  coast 
during  August,  eight  of  us,  including 
our  organist  and  oirector,  piled  into 
one  car  to  listen  to  your  choir.  The 
owner  of  that  car  took  out  an  old 
radio  set  and  put  in  a  new  one  because 


he  was  warned  in  advance  that  nothing 
was  to  interfere  on  Sundays  at  twelve 
with  listening  to  the  Mormon  Choir. 
I  wonder  if  the  members  of  your  Choir 
realize  the  sheer,  unalloyed  joy  their 
music  is  bringing  to  so  many  people ! 
I  wonder  if  Richard  Evans  realizes  how 
gracious  and  fitting  are  his  announce- 
ments and  how  truly,  coupled  with  the 
music,  they  do  bring  peace  through 
the  week !  I  wonder  if  Frank  Asper 
realizes  that,  not  deprecating  the  work 
of  a  guest  organist,  we  would  rather 
hear  him  play.  I  wonder  if  those  who 
pay  the  bills  realize  the  great  gift  they 
are  making. 

This  letter  is  not  from  a  gusher  or 
a  publicity  seeker.  We  have  tasted 
the  emptiness  of  the  gusher's  words. 
Wre  don't  need   any  publicity.  But 

when  the  Mormon  Choir  can  make  such 
heathens  of  Methodist  singers,  who 
love  to  sing,  that  they  stay  at  home  to 
listen,  what  truer  tribute  could  there 
be? 

Can't  someone  send  us  a  copy  of 
your  Choir's  theme  song,  just  one 
copy,  words  and  music?  And  might 
we  use  it  in  our  opening  service?  If 
so,  we  will  be  singing  with  you.  I 
do  not  mean  for  regular  use  or  for 
broadcasting  but  just  occasionally  when 
we  must  miss  your  choir.  I  hope  you 
can  read  this  scribbling,  but  if  left  until 
to-morrow  to  be  typed  in  the  office  it 
will  be  passed  by  as  it  has  been  for  a 
year  and  his  "  thank  you  "  has  waited 
long  enough. 

What  nicer  tribute  could  any  man  pay 
to  our  choir  than  this? 

Words  of  Orson  Hyde. 

I  believe  in  revelation  as  every  Latter- 
day  Saint  must.  I  picked  up  an  old 
History  of  the  Church  the  other  day  and 
I  found  these  words,  which  I  endorse 
with  all  my  heart.  They  are  from  an 
address  made  on  April  6th,  1840,  at  Nau- 
voo,  by  Orson  Hyde,  one  of  the  great 
men  of  this  Church,  one  of  the  pillars  of 
the  Church  in  its  early  days,  one  who 
travelled  in  Europe,  in  parts  of  the  great 
countries  of  Europe,  early  in  the  forties. 
I   read   this  from   his  journal : 

On  Sunday  morning,  October  24, 
1841,  a  good  while  before  day,  I  arose 
from  sleep  and  went  out  of  the  city 
(Jerusalem)  as  soon  as  the  gates  were 
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opened,  crossed  the  brook  Kedron  and 
went  upon  the  Mount  of  Olives  and 
there  in  solemn  silence,  with  pen  and 
ink  and  paper,  just  as  I  saw  in  the 
vision,  offered  up  the  following  prayer 
to  Him  who  lives  forever  and  ever. 

Land  of  Palestine  blessed. 

I    quote   one   or   two   paragraphs   only 
from    that   lengthy   prayer : 

Grant,  therefore,  O  Lord,  in  the 
name  of  Thy  well  beloved  Son,  Jesus 
Christ,  to  remove  the  barrenness  and 
sterility  of  this  land,  and  let  springs 
of  living  water  break  forth  to  water 
its  thirsty  soil.  Let  the  vine  and  olive 
produce  in  their  strength,  and  the  fig 
tree  bloom  and  flourish.  Let  the  land 
become  abundantly  fruitful  when 
possessed  by  its  rightful  heirs ;  let  it 
again  flow  with  plenty  to  feed  the  re- 
turning prodigals  who  come  home  with 
a  spirit  of  grace  and  supplication ;  upon 
it  let  the  clouds  distil  virtue  and  rich- 
ness, and  let  the  fields  smile  with 
plenty.  Let  the  flocks  and  the  herds 
greatly  increase  and  multiply  upon  the 
mountains  and  the  hills ;  and  let  Thy 
great  kindness  conquer  and  subdue  the 
unbelief  of  Thy  people.  Do  thou  take 
from  them  their  stony  heart,  and  give 
them  a  heart  of  flesh ;  and  may  the 
sun  of  Thy  favour  dispel  the  cold  mists 
of  darkness  which  have  beclouded  their 
atmosphere.  Incline  them  to  gather 
in  upon  this  land  according  to  Thy 
word.  Let  them  come  like  clouds  and 
like  doves  to  their  windows.  Let  the 
large  ships  of  the  nations  bring  them 
from  the  distant  isles ;  and  let  kings 
become  their  nursing  fathers,  and 
queens  with  motherly  fondness  wipe  the 
tears  of  sorrow  from  their  eyes 

Let  the  nation  or  that  people  who 
shall  take  an  active  part  in  behalf  of 
Abraham's  children,  and  in  the  rising 
up  of  Jerusalem,  find  favour  in  Thy 
sight.  Let  not  their  enemies  prevail 
against  them,  neither  let  pestilence  nor 
famine  overcome  them,  but  let  the 
glory  of  Israel  overshadow  them,  and 
the  power  of  the  Highest  protect  them; 
while  that  nation  or  kingdom  that  will 
not  serve  Thee  in  this  glorious  work 
must  perish,  according  to  Thy  word — 
"  Yea,  those  nations  shall  be  utterly 
wasted." 


He  then   states  : 

It  was  by  political  power  and  influ- 
ence that  the  Jewish  nation  was  broken 
down,  and  her  subjects  dispersed 
abroad.  And  I  will  here  hazard  the 
opinion  that  by  political  power  and  in- 
fluence they  will  be  gathered  and  built 
up;  and  further,  that  England  is 
destined,  in  the  wisdom  and  economy 
of  heaven,  to  stretch  forth  the  arm  of 
political  power,  and  advance  in  the 
front  ranks  of  this  glorious  enterprise. 

Prophecy  fulfilled. 

Now  let  us  see  if  that  has  been  ful- 
filled. On  November  5th,  1914,  Eng- 
land declared  war  against  Turkey. 
General  Allenby,  in  command  of  an  army 
of  English  soldiers,  began  his  triumphant 
march  to  recover  the  Holy  Land,  driving 
the  Turks  before  him  and  destroying  their 
power  of  conquest  and  possession  for- 
ever. He  captured  Gaza  on  November 
7,  1917;  Jerusalem,  December  9,  1917; 
Nazareth,  September  22,  1918;  Damas- 
cus, October  1,  1918;  and  proceeded  to 
Aleppo,  October  26,  thus  sweeping  Pales- 
tine from  Beersheba  to  Dan.  This  cam- 
paign was  marvellous  in  many  ways.  It 
was  led  by  an  Englishman  who  is  re- 
ported to  be  a  man  of  faith  and  prayer. 
The  favour  of  the  Lord  was  made  mani- 
fest in  the  comparative  ease  with  which  it 
was  accomplished  and  in  the  few  casual- 
ties of  the  English.  The  Turks  were 
completely  defeated  and  the  surrender  of 
the  Turkish  Empire  followed  October 
30th,  1919. 

Inspired  utterances. 

My  brethern  and  sisters,  for  the  last 
few  months  I  have  been  reading  the  old 
prophecies  as  recorded  in  our  Millennial 
Star,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  no  human 
being  could  read  them  and  know  the  his- 
tory and  look  at  it  as  it  is  to-day  without 
acknowledging  that  those  men  were  in- 
spired by  the  living  God,  and  spoke  as 
they  were  inspired  to  speak  by  a  higher 
power   than   man. 

I  wanted  to  call  attention  to  that,  my 
bretehren  and  sisters,  for  I  think  some- 
times we  who  are  living  in  this  material 
world  are  so  busy  working  hours  and 
hours  into  the  night — and  I  was  going 
to  say  that  ninety-five  per  cent,  of  us 
have  but  one  goal  in  view,   and  that  is 

(Continued  bottom  page  10.) 
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European  Mission  President  and  a  member  of  the  Council 

of  Twelve  Apostles 


NEW   YEAR'S   GREETINGS. 

To  the  saints  and  friends  of  the 
Church  in  all  the  missions  of  the 
European  group  under  our  presidency  we 
send  our  most  cordial  New  Year's  greet- 
ings and  heartiest  wishes  that  the  year 
1935  may  be  satisfactorily  successful  and 
joyous.  We  know  that  the  circum- 
stances surrounding  many  of  you  are  not 
the  most  propitious.  We  sincerely  wish 
they  were  and  would  gladly  make  them 
so  if  we  could.  But  we  should  all  re- 
member that  conditions  are  never  so  bad 
but  that  they  might  be  worse ;  for  this  at 
least  we  always  have  reason  to  be  thank- 
ful. 

Among  our  gifts  is  that  of  faith.  And 
do  any  of  us  have  any  greater  or  more 
desirable  gift  than  this?  Is  there  any 
human  soul  more  in  need  of  sympathy 
and  help  than  he  who  is  so  blind  that  he 
cannot  see  God  in  anything  or  is  so  numb 
that  he  never  feels  the  presence  of  the 
Holy  Spirit?  Among  other  good  gifts 
is  that  of  a  willingness  to  cultivate 
cheerfulness  even  under  favourable  cir- 
cumstances. But  the  writer's  wish  and 
prayer  is  that  everyone  who  reads  these 
lines  will  find  1935  the  best  and  most 
profitable  year  that  he  or  she  has  yet 
experienced. 

Further,  we  hope  the  new  year  will 
have  more  blessings  in  store  for  all  men 
and  nations  than  1934  has  had.  We 
wish,  however,  the  outlook  were  more 
favourable.  Fear  is  still  a  chief  factor 
in  the  lives  of  many  people  and  nations. 
The  call  for  security  is  loudly  made  by 
every  nation  and  by  people  in  every  land. 
The  new  year  will  open  up  with  this 
being  the  dominant  cry  in  every  quarter 
of  the  globe.  Fortunately,  few  of  us  are 
able  to  see  far  into  the  future.  And  this 
is  well. 

And  yet  an  answe.-  to  our  call  for 
security  is  in  our  own  keeping,  perhaps 
not  fully  within  our  keeping  as  indivi- 
duals,  but   it  certainly   is   when   we   think 


of  ourselves  as  nations  and  organized 
society.  We  repeat  what  we  have 
written  before,  if  all  men  and  nations 
were  to  practice  completely  the  Golden 
Rule  security  would  come  into  every 
home  of  every  nation.  Think  this  matter 
through  and,  though  you  may  at  first 
doubt,  you  probably  will  be  surprised  to 
find  you  conclude  that  our  statement  is 
true.  Myriads  of  people  want  security 
in  the  jobs  by  which  they  make  their 
living.  In  a  world  where  there  is  a 
plenty  for  all  they  could  have  this  security 
if  all  men  observed  the  two  Great  Com- 
mandments. People  everywhere  dread 
war  and  would  like  to  be  safe  from  its 
terrible  ravages  and  trying  consequences. 
This  safety  would  be  certain  if  righteous- 
ness governed  the  conduct  of  every 
nation.  Every  family  would  like  to  find 
happiness  within  its  circle.  This  desire 
would  be  satisfied  if  love  ruled  therein 
strong  enough  to  establish  conduct  in 
which  everyone  regarded  the  other  as 
tenderly  as  himself. 

Does  it  thus  appear  that  the  remedy 
for  conditions  now  so  unsatisfactory  even 
approaching  the  chaotic  in  places,  is 
simple?  Why  then  is  it  not  applied? 
The  answer  is  that  it  is  so  difficult  to 
change  men's  hearts.  And  such  a 
change  must  of  necessity  take  place 
before  the  practice  of  the  Golden  Rule 
can  become  established.  Such  a  change 
must  also  be  an  individual  change — a 
change  in  each  person.  But  to  act,  a 
person  must  be  motivated.  And  motive 
is  rooted  in  faith,  in  this  case  in  a  strong 
living  faith  in  Christ  our  Lord  as  our 
example  and  redeemer.  When  men  are 
changed  so  much  that  they  desire  justice 
and  righteousness  to  prevail  everywhere 
and  are  willing  to  work  unselfishly,  per- 
sistently, and  energetically  for  their 
establishment  then  peace  with  security 
will  come  to  our  troubled  homes  and 
lands.  But  this  attitude  of  men,  either 
as  individuals,  groups  or  nations  will 
spring  only  out  of  love  of  fellows  as  great 
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as  a  love  of  self,  that  is,  out  of  a  love 
that  is  born  only  with  a  deep  and  abiding 
faith  in  God. 

Alas,  the  security  for  which  all  men 
so  earnestly  long  is  not  yet  in  sight. 
Must  we  suffer  more  sorrows  and  tribula- 
tions before  we  learn  that  righteousness 
must  prevail  before  peace  and  hence 
security  will  be  established? 

May  the  Lord  give  us  eyes  to  see,  ears 
to  hear,  hearts  to  understand  and  wills 
to   do! 


Spreading  an  Influence. 

By  Emily  T.  Merrill,  consulting  Adviser 

of    Women's   Auxiliary   Organization    of 

the  European  Mission. 

In  our  daily  life  and  work  we  come  in 
contact  with  many  different  people,  each 
one  of  whom  influences  us  more  or  less, 
depending  upon  how  intimate  the  contact 
is.  These    influences    react    upon    our 

habits.  Good  habits  as  well  as  bad  ones 
are  said  to  be  things  that  are  sometimes 
caught  rather  than  taught ;  that  is  to  say, 
they  develop  not  so  much  through  teach- 
ing as  by  contagion,  by  the  touch  of  one 
life  upon  another  life.  That  touch  may 
be  given  quite  unconsciously,  so  thai  we 
cannot  tell  from  what  source  this  new 
influence  has  come  to  us.  Somebody 
touched  us  or  impressed  us  and  thereby 
we  are  changed.  What  we  are  has  come 
about  somewhat  by  a  process  of  con- 
tacts. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  we  may  feel 
good  or  bad  influences  through  reading  a 
book  or  hearing  a  talk,  but  never  in  quite 
the  same  way  or  with  quite  the  same 
results  as  we  experience  by  meeting  a 
person.  Each  one  of  us  has  about  one's 
self  one's  own  atmosphere;  just  as  if  each 
one  of  us  were  a  radiating  centre,  as  if 
with  every  word  that  is  spoken  and  every 
deed  that  is  done  waves  and  vibrations 
were  sent  out  that  carry  influences  that 
work  good  or  ill.  Instead  of  speaking  of 
these  influences  as  waves  and  vibrations 
we  might  think  o£  them  as  infections  and 
contagious. 

If  we  have  a  contagious  disease  it  may 
spread  into  other  lives,  and  those  other 
lives  will  have  to  fight  it. 

Likewise,  if  there  is  in  us  anything  of 
goodness,    that    will    spread    to    others, 
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other  lives  will  feel  the  beauty  and  truth 
of  it.  We  share  with  others  what  we 
are.  That  is  why  friendships  are  such 
important   factors   in    our   lives.  One 

friend  is  giving  us  what  he  is,  and  we 
are  giving  him  what  we  are. 

This  point  is  demonstrated  in  the  home 
every  day.  A  child  will  do  something  or 
say  something  which  is  exactly  what  the 
father  does  or  what  the  mother  says. 
From  this  we  have  the  expressions : 
"  He   is   a   chip   of   the   old   block,"    or, 

He  gets  that  from  his  mother."  This, 
of  course,  is  a  most  striking  example  of 
how  lives  impress  themselves  upon  one 
another.  But   this    sharing   of   human 

experience  is  a  continuous  process.  Day 
in  and  day  out  we  are  being  influenced  by 
others  either  in  the  home  or  in  the  street 
or  at  school  or  at  work.  Silently  but 
surely  we  are  spreading  an  influence  out 
into  the  world. 

What  kind  of  influence  are  we  radiat- 
ing? 

A  friend  of  mine  told  me  of  an  experi- 
ence which  I  will  relate  here.  She  had 
always  been  a  faithful  Church  member. 
By  change  of  fortune  she  moved  into  a 
community  in  which  she  was  the  only 
member  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints.  There  was  much  dis- 
harmony   and    strife    in    the    community; 
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the  spirit  of  friendliness  and  neighbourli- 
ness was  not  there.  This  sister,  how- 
ever, did  not  take  sides  in  the  quarrels ; 
she  always  tried  to  quiet  the  turbulent 
atmosphere  by  doing  a  deed  of  kindness 
in  turn  for  a  sharp  word.  At  last  she 
succeeded  in  bringing  about  harmony  and 
good  fellowship  in  the  community.  Not 
only  that,  her  neighbours  became  inter- 
ested in  her  religious  views.  She  had 
never  told  them  of  which  church  she  was 
a  member,  but  she  taught  them  the  Gos- 
pel as  she  knew  it  and  believed  it. 
Finally,  some  of  her  friends  desired  to 
join  her  church.  They  said:  "  Which- 
ever church  you  belong  to,  we  want  to 
join,  regardless  of  which  church  it  is." 
Then  she  told  them  of  which  church  she 
was  a  member.  Nine  of  her  neighbours 
requested  membership,  some  of  them 
without  having  been  to  any  of  our 
Church  services. 

What  kind  of  influence  was  she 
spreading?  The  members  in  the  Relief 
Society  in  the  British  Mission  have  every 
opportunity  in  their  activities  in  the 
branch  as  well  as  in  their  lives  in  the 
community  to  wield  an  influence  for 
good. 

Let  us  remember  that  each  and  every 
one  of  us  is  sending  out  an  influence  for 
good  or  evil  continually.  Which  shall 
it  be?  We  are  sending  out,  farther  than 
we  can  know,  the  faith  or  the  fear, 
courage  or  faint-heartedness,  purity  of 
heart  or  its  contamination,  the  high 
ideals  of  Mormonism  or  the  low  motives 
of  the  world  that  lie  hidden  within  us. 
Let  us  ever  remember  the  power  within 
us,  and  let  us  ask  the  Lord  who  has  given 
us  this  power  to  so  guide  us  always  that 
we  may  use  this  power  in  a  way  that  will 
glorify   His   name. 


L.  P.  Backman  to  Head 
South  Africa  Mission. 


New  appointee  succeeds  President 
Don  Mack  Dalton ; 
sails  26th  January. 

Elder  LeGrand  P.  Backman,  well 
known  Salt  Lake  attorney,  has  been  ap- 
pointed to  succeed  Elder  Don  Mack  Dal- 
ton as  president  of  the  South  African 
Mission,  it  was  announced  to-day  by 
Elder  David  O.  McKay,  of  the  First 
Presidency.  President  Dalton  has  pre- 
sided over  the  Mission  since  January, 
1929. 

The  new  president  filled  a  mission  in 
South  Africa  from  1915  to  1919,  and  is 
glad,  he  said,  to  return  to  his  field  of 
labour. 

"  I  have  always  looked  back  with  joy 
on  the  years  I  spent  in  the  South  African 
Mission,  and  I  am  more  than  delighted 
at  this  opportunity  to  return  as  Mission 
President,  although  I  realize  the  great 
responsibility  that  will  rest  upon  me  in 
succeeding  President  Dalton,"  he  said. 

Accompanied  by  Mrs.  Backman  and 
four  children,  Robert,  13;  Mary  Jean,  10; 
Richard,  S,  and  Beverley,  4,  President 
Backman  will  sail  from  New  York  on 
the  Berengeri  on  26th  January,  in  the 
company  of  a  large  group  of  missionaries 
going  to  various  European  fields,  accord- 
ing to  present  plans.  After  spending  a 
short  time  at  the  headquarters  of  the 
European  mission  in  London  they  will  sail 
down  the  west  coast  of  Africa  to  Cape 
Town. — Deseret  News,  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah,   15th   December,    1934. 


(Continued  from  page  7.) 

gathering  to  ourselves  the  things  of  this 
world.  Most  of  these   ninety- five  per 

cent,  think  of  God  but  a  few  hours  per- 
haps once  a  week. 

Work  of  God. 

So,  my  brethern  and  sisters,  I  want 
to  testify  to  you  that  I  know  that  this 
is  the  work  of  God.  I  know  that  all  that 
has  been  promised  will  be  given  if  we 
but  fulfil  the   requirements  made  by   the 


Father.  May  God's  blessings  ever  at- 
tend you  in  your  every- day  life.  May 
His  choicest  blesings  be  upon  the 
brethren  who  have  been  appointed  to 
responsible  positions  in  the  Church  this 
day.  I  know  them,  I  know  that  our 
Heavenly  Father  knows  them.  I  know 
they  are  worthy,  and  I  am  sure  that  God 
will  be  with  them,  and  they  shall  have 
influence  wherever  they  go,  not  only 
among  our  own  people,  but  among  the 
peoples  of  the  world  with  whom  they 
come  in  contact. 
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20th  January,  1935. 


Convention,  1934-35. 

The  1934-35  Convention  of  the 
Missionaries  of  the  South  African 
Mission,  in  conjunction  with  several 
Branch  Presidents  and  also  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Mission  General  Board 
convened  from  22nd  December  to  2nd 
January,  at  Cumorah,  Mowbray,  Mission 
headquarters.  During  the  convention 
many  points  of  the  work  of  the  Church 
were  treated  by  the  missionaries  aided 
by    specially    prepared   papers.  These 

papers  were  composed  from  the  resolu- 
tions and  conclusions  and  instruction  of 
previous  conventions  of  the  past  six  years 
found  in  the  South  African  Missionary 
Guide  Book.  Thus  this  valuable  aid 
and  instructor  to  the  Missionary  was 
digested  and  studied  and  better  orga- 
nised. Additional  resolutions  and  con- 
clusions were  made  and  instructions 
given. 

It  was  resolved  that  complete  freedom 
and  jurisdiction  be  given  Branch  Presi- 
dencies in  presiding  over  their  branches 
and  that  the  missionaries  are  to  only 
counsel  and  advise  where  it  is  deemed 
necessary.  This  is  a  very  definite  step 
toward  the  aim  of  the  Church  to  get  its 
adherents  and  converts  in  full  enjoyment 
of  the  various  and  many  activities  of  the 
Gospel.  It  is  true  that  many  people 
converted  from  other  denominations  con- 
tinue to  think  that  one  man  or  minister, 
i.e.,  the  missionaries,  should  carry  all  the 
responsibility  and  do  all  the  preaching 
and  teaching  and  mostly  everything  for 
them,  etc.  But  that  idea  must  fall  of 
its  own  weight,  for  as  the  people  become 
more  active  they  become  more  interested 
and  thence  appreciate  their  membership 
in  the  Church. 

The  problem  of  office  holders  becom- 
ing peeved  and  sending  in  their  resigna- 
tions was  discussed.  It  was  concluded 
that  such  is  not  the  right  spirit ;  that  a 
person  has  no  right  to  resign  from  a 
good  work,  but  may  be  released ;  that 
when  one  accepts  responsibility  every- 
thing possible  should  be  done  to  honour- 
ably discharge  such  a  duty ;  that  work 
in  the  Church  is  enobling  and  one  should 
feel  honoured  with  the  privilege  to  serve 
the  Lord  by  helping  through  His  organi- 
zation in  the  earth — the  Church. 


The  problem  of  people  staying  away 
from  meetings  was  treated.  The  thought 
evolved  that  men  generally  stay  away 
because  they  have  a  sore  spot  and  POUT, 
while  women  get  together  and  GOSSIP. 
Both  practices  were  condemned.  That 
women  are  more  easy  to  handle,  but 
sooner  to  murmur  than  men  ;  that  men 
are  harder  to  get  interested  than  women 
and  when  peeved  they  "  pet  their 
peeves."  That  we  should  encourage  our 
people  to  cease  to  remember  their 
grudges  and  failings  and  not  to  let  such 
trifling  things  keep  them  from  obtaining 
the  blessings  in  store  for  them. 

Before  the  departure  of  the  Elders  for 
up-country  there  was  a  very  interesting 
and  spirited  meeting  in  which  all  spoke 
of  the  enjoyment  they  receive  from  their 
work  of  preaching  and  teaching  the  Gos- 
pel. That  even  though  they  are  young 
in  years  and  experience,  nevertheless  they 
find  themselves  able  to  converse  with 
numerous  people  of  the  various  religious 
beliefs  with  interest  to  the  people.  They 
all  reported  a  very  favourable  reception 
all  over  the  Union  and  that  people  are 
gradually  learning  of  the  great  value 
that  the  institution  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latterday  Saints  has  for  them 
and  from  figures  given  it  was  found  the 
membership  of  the  Mission  has  increased 
over  125  per  cent,  during  the  past  six 
years,  during  the  administration  of  Presi- 
dent Don  Mack  Dalton. 

Those  present  at  the  convention  were  : 
Don  Mack  Dalton,  Mission  President ; 
Geneve  J.  Dalton,  President,  Mission 
Relief  Societies  and  General  Adviser  of 
Women's  Organizations ;  Wayne  D. 
Strong,  Mission  Field  Man  and  Special 
Travelling  Auditor;  Stanford  G.  Smith, 
Mission  Secretary ;  Albert  E.  Clarkson, 
President,  Port  Elizabeth  District ;  John 
T.  M.  Wilson,  President,  Transvaal  Dis- 
trict ;  Morris  P.  Woolley,  President, 
Cape  District;  Elders  W.  O.  Taysom,  J. 
M.  Bailev,  J.  f.  Bates,  J.  R.  Durham, 
H.  C.  Badger  and  R.  w/Millburn.  The 
following  Branch  Presidents  were  pre- 
sent :  W.  H.  Brummer,  of  Ramah 
Branch,  Johannesburg;  C.  H.  Jubber,  of 
East  London ;  T.  E.  Jakins,  of  Parow ; 
W.  N.  Park/  of  Mowbray;  W.  P. 
Daniels,  of  Branch  of  Love.  Brothers 
John  Stemmet  and  C.  H.  Barnard.repre- 
sented   Robertson   Branch. 
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Those  of  the  Mission  General  Board 
present  were :  Thomas  Wilson,  Genea- 
logical Department ;  Eva  Meyers,  Filing 
and  Index  Clerk  of  the  Genealogical 
Society ;  T.  Y.  Wilson,  Supervisor  of 
Sunday  Schools ;  Johanna  Fourie,  Super- 
visor of  Primaries ;  A.  F.  Park  and 
Margaret  Park,  Supervisor  of  the  Young 
Men's  and  Young  Women's  Mutual  Im- 
provement Association ;  Muriel  Seeman, 
Secretary  of  General  Branch,  Relief 
Society. 

THE   WORLD   OF   SPIRITS. 

"  Hades,  the  Greek,  or  Shaole,  the 
Hebrew :  these  two  significations  mean  a 
world  of  spirits.  Hades,  Shaole,  para- 
dise, spirits  in  prison,  all  are  one  :  it  is 
a   world   of   spirits. 

"  The  righteous  and  the  wicked  all  go 
to    the    same    world    of    spirits    until    the 

resurrection The  great  misery 

of  departed  spirits  in  the  world  of  spirits, 
where   they   go   after   death,    is   to   know 

Who  of  us  is  there,  my  brethren  and 
enjoyed  themselves,  and  they  are  their 
own   accusers." — Joseph   Smith. 


Mission  News 

CAPE  DISTRICT. 

Elder  Morris  P.  Woolley,   District  President, 
"  Cumorah,"   Main   Road,  Mowbray. 

Meetings  held  at  above  address,  Sundays, 
10.30  a.m.  and  7.0  p.m. ;  Mutual,  Tuesdays, 
7.30  p.m. ;  Relief  Society  and  Priesthood 
■  Meeting,   Thursdays,    7.45   p.m. 

Cape  District  heartily  welcomes  four 
new  members,  all  of  whom  were  baptized 
at  "  Cumorah  "  on  Sunday,  16th  Decem- 
ber, 1934.  Miss  Alice  B.  Botha  was 
baptized  by  Elder  M.  P.  Woolley  and 
confirmed  by  President  Don  Mack  Dal- 
ton.  Mrs.  Catherine  J.  de  Jager  was 
baptized  by  Elder  M.  P.  Woolley  and 
confirmed  by  Elder  S.  G.  Smith.  Isola 
W.  Henn  was  baptized  by  Elder  J.  R. 
Durham  and  confirmed  by  Elder  E.  J. 
Jakins.  Hans  Jacob  Henn  was  baptized 
by  Eider  R.  W.  Millburn  and  confirmed 
by  Elder  J.  J.   Bates. 

The  1934-35  Convention  of  the 
Missionaries  and  Branch  Presidents  of 
the  South  African  Mission  was  held  dur- 


ing the  period  beginning  23rd  December 
and  ending  4th  January.  Specially  ap- 
pointed missionaries  summarized  and 
made  a  digest  of  the  missionary  Guide 
Book  which  is  the  minutes  of  the  work 
of  the  previous  conventions  and  other 
special  instructions,  thereby  putting  it  in 
a  more  systematic  order.  The  following 
branch  presidents  were  present :  W.  H. 
Brummer,  Ramah  Branch,  Johannesburg; 
C.  H.  Jubber,  East  London  Branch; 
Walter  Park,  Mowbray  Branch ;  W.  P. 
Daniels,  Branch  of  Love ;  and  E.  J. 
Jakins,  Parow  Branch.  Brother  C. 
H.  Barnard  and  Brother  John  Stemmit, 
representatives  of  the  Robertson  Branch, 
were  also  present.  The  Convention  met 
with  the  Supervisors  of  the  Sunday 
School,  Relief  Society,  Primary,  Mutual 
Improvement  Association,  Genealogical 
Association  and  General  Board'  and  dis- 
cussed the  various  problems  relating  to 
the  furtherance  of  the  work.  The  theme 
of  the  Convention  was  to  get  all  the 
Branch  work  into  the  hands  of  the  local 
members  so  the  missionaries  can  be  left 
free  to  do  the  actual  proselyting  work. 

As  a  result  of  the  Convention,  it  was 
decided  to  concentrate  the  Elders  at 
Johannesburg  and  Capetown  for  the  pre- 
sent. Elders  A.  E.  Clarkson  and  J.  M. 
Bailey,  who  were  formerly  labouring 
together  in  Port  Elizabeth  have  now  been 
transferred  to  Mowbray  and  Johannes- 
burg, respectively  Elder  J.  J.  Bates  and 
Elder  R.  W.  Millburn  have  changed 
places  with  each  other ;  otherwise  the 
missionaries  are  in  the  same  districts  as 
previously. 

Dingaan's  Day  was  celebrated  by  a 
number  of  members  and  friends  of  the 
Mowbray  and  Woodstock  Branches, 
President  and  Sister  Dalton,  and  the 
Elders  at  a  nice  picnic  at  Rhodes' 
Memorial.  Indoor  baseball,  relay  races, 
and  other  interesting  games  were  enjoyed 
by  those  present. 

The  Woodstock  Sunday  School  Social, 
the  purpose  of  which  was  to  raise  Christ- 
mas Tree  funds,  was  held  on  13th 
December  at  the  home  of  Brother  and 
Sister  W.  H.  Murphy.  An  enjoyable 
time  was  had  by  all  present,  games  and 
dances  by  talented  members  filling  the 
programme,  after  which  refreshments 
were  served. 

A  well-planned  and  talented  pro- 
gramme was  also  presented  to  the  mem- 
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bers  and  friends  of  the  Parow  Branch  on 
22nd  December.  The  programme  con- 
sisted of  plays,  songs  and  recitations  by 
the  Sunday  School  children,  under  the 
able  supervision  of  Sister  Clarissa  Bibb. 
Dancing  concluded  the  evening.  The 
receipts  went  to  buy  a  Christmas  Tree 
and  g-ifts  for  the  followers  of  Father 
Christmas. 

On  23rd  December,  at  "  Cumorah," 
a  lovely  Christmas  party  was  held,  Mr. 
A.  E.  Goodrich  officiating  as  Father 
Christmas  and  giving  presents  to  all 
those  present,  from  the  tiny  tot  upwards. 
The  true  spirit  of  giving  was  present, 
and  all  joined  with  the  children  in  this 
eventful  and  long-to-be-remembered 
occasion   in  their  lives. 

All  offer  heart -felt  sympathy  to 
Brother  and  Sister  J.  P.  de  Bruyn,  of 
Parow,  in  the  loss  of  their  infant  son, 
Alfred     de     Bruyn.  God's     far-seeing 

purposes  are  sometimes  hard  to  under- 
stand, but  the  fond  parents,  can  rejoice  in 
that  they  have  been  privileged  to  bring 
such  a  noble  soul  into  the  world. 

Condolence  is  also  extended  to  Mrs.  F. 
Scott,  of  East  London,  in  the  loss  of  her 
mother,  Sister  Sarah  Glentanner  Muilder. 
Sister  Muilder  was  nearing  her  eighty- 
fifth  birthday  when,  after  a  lingering  ill- 
ness, God  in  His  mercy  called  her  to  a 
better  life.  She  will  be  greatly  missed 
by  those  who  knew  and  loved  her. 

Elder  Howard  C.  Badger  and  Elder 
Julian  R.  Durham  have  just  returned 
from  a  week  at  the  Strand,  visiting  the 
members  and  friends  en  route.  While 
no  baptisms  were  performed  by  them 
during  the  trip,  several  persons  interested 
in  the  Gospel  message  were  visited,  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  some  of  the  seeds 
they  planted  may  in  the  future  bear  fruit. 

District  President  M.  P.  Woolley  left 
for  Otjiwarongo,  German  South -West 
Africa,  on  14th  January.  There  he  will 
add  two  more  members  to  the  Church  by 
baptizing  the  children  of  Brother  and 
Sister  J.  A.  Cloete.  It  is  verv  com- 
mendable to  think  that  these  good  people 
have  remained  firm  in  their  testimonies 
of  the  truthfulness  of  Mormonism,  even 
though  they  have  been  separated  from 
other  Church  members  for  such  a  long 
time. 

Recent  welcome  visitors  at  "  Cumor- 
ah," have  been  Sister  C.   H.  Jubber  and 


two  children  from  East  London,  and 
Sister  A.  Herbst  and  four  children  from 
Worcester.  Sister  Jubber  came  with  her 
husband  to  the  Convention,  and  Sister 
Herbst  has  been  in  the  vicinity  for  health 
treatment   to  her   daughter   Maria. 

The  Elders  join  in  thanking  the  mem- 
bers and  friends  for  their  Christmas 
greetings  and  wishes  for  success  in  the 
coming  year,  also  in  thanking  them  for 
the  lovely  dinners  and  socials  to  which 
they  were  invited  during  the  holidays. 


TRANSVAAL  DISTRICT. 

Elder  J.  T.    M.    Wilson,    District    President, 
395,  Commissioner  Street,  Johannesburg. 

Meetings  held  at  above  address,  Thursdays, 
8  p.m.  ;  Fridays,  8  p.m. ;  and'  Sundays,  10.30 
a.m.  and  7.30  p.m. 

One  of  the  happiest  moments  in  the 
Sutherland  family  occurred  on  Sunday, 
16th  December,  1934,  when  a  proud 
father,  Bro.  K.  Sutherland,  blessed  his 
infant  daughter.  It  was  given  the  name 
of  Janet  Dora  Sutherland. 

On  20th  December,  Elder  J.  T.  M. 
Wilson  and  W.  O.  Taysorm  left  Johan- 
nesburg by  train  for  Cape  Town  to 
attend  the  Annual  Elders'  Convention. 

A  most  successful  Christmas  Tree  con- 
cert was  sponsored  by  the  Ramah  Branch 
Primary  on  the  night  of  21st  December, 
1934.  A  large  crowd  attended,  and  all 
enjoyed  the  entertainment  of  the  evening. 
All  the  Primary  children  received  pre- 
sents.      They  believe  in  Santa  Claus. 

A  baptismal  service  was  held  at  Ramah 
on  the  24th  of  December,  and  two  souls 
were  baptized.  Bro.  R.  G.  Muir  bap- 
tized Myrtle  E.  Muir,  his  daughter,  and 
Sister  Elizabeth  A.  Botha.  Both  were 
confirmed  by  Bro.  L.  G.  Muir.  The 
Elders  and  Bro.  L.  G.  Muir,  who  have 
spent  time  in  teaching  the  Gospel  to 
Sister  Botha,  rejoice  in  the  step  she  has 
taken. 

We  regret  to  announce  the  death  of 
Sister  Elizabeth  S.  Hoffman,  aged  75, 
who  died  in  hospital  on  the  14th  of 
December.  The  funeral  service  was 
held  in  the  Ramah  Hall,  and  conducted 
by  Elder  J.  T.  M.  Wilson.  Many 
friends  and  members  were  in  attendance. 
Thanks  are  extended  to  those  who  helped 
as  pall-bearers,    and    serviced   their   cars. 

The  Ramah  Branch  feels  proud  of  their 
Branch  President,  W.  H.  Brummer,  who 
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left  Johannesburg  on  the  26th  of  Decem- 
ber to  represent  them  at  the  Elders  and 
Branch  Presidents'  Convention  at 
"  Cumorah."  They  also  welcome  him 
back  into  their  midst,  and  feel  that 
through  his  experiences  they  will  be 
benefited.  In  as  much  as  the  Branch 
Presidents  will  have  more  responsibility 
through  the  conclusions  of  the  Elders' 
and  Branch  Presidents'  Convention,  Bro. 
W.  H.  Brummer  calls  for  the  full  sup- 
port of  all  officers  and  bearers  of  the 
Priesthood. 

The  motto  for  the  Transvaal  for  1935  : 
"  Work  for  everybody,  and  everybody 
working." 

The  Transvaal  District  welcomes  back 
their  District  President,  Elder  J.  T.  M. 
Wilson  and  W.  O.  Taysom,  also  Elder  J. 
M.  Bailey,  who  has  laboured  in  the  Port 
Elizabeth  District  for  the  past  year,  and 
Elder  R.  W.  Millburn,  who  has  spent 
two  months  in  Cape  Town  since  his 
arrival.  We  feel  sure  these  two  new 
Elders  to  the  Transvaal  will  enjoy  their 
labours. 

We  are  all  sorry  to  lose  Elder  J.  J. 
Bates  as  one  of  our  travelling  Elders, 
but  know  our  loss  is  Cape  Town's  gain. 

WATERVAL    BRANCH. 

Waterval  Branch  was  fully  represented 
at  an  enjoyable  Christmas  Tree  party  on 
the  21st  of  December.  All  the  members 
feel  grateful  to  Santa  Claus  for  his  con- 
sideration. 

The  Branch  Presidency  has  been  fully 
officered  by  the  appointment  of  Bro.  A. 
C.  Brummer  as  Second  Counsellor,  and 
Bro.  J.  E.  Brummer  as  Branch  Clerk. 
Sister  E.  L.  Brummer,  who  has  been 
Branch  Clerk  for  some  time,  was  ap- 
pointed assistant  to  Bro.  J.  E.  Brummer. 

SPRINGS  BRANCH. 

Wedding  bells  and  romance!  Bro.  I. 
C.  Louw,  of  the  Springs  Branch,  was 
married  at  East  London  on  29th  Decem- 
ber to  Sister  Mavis  Eileen  Futter,  of 
that  branch.  We  welcome  S'Ster  Mavis 
to  the  Springs   Branch. 

Bro.  and  Sister  Campbell  announced 
the  engagement  of  their  youngest 
daughter,  Sister  Joyce,  to  Bro.  Reggie 
Bennet,  of  Ramah.  We  wish  them  good 
luck. 

We  congratulate  Sister  Susie  Johnson 
on    her    engagement    to     Bro.     William 


Davey.  It  is  believed  they  are  to  be 
married  on  2nd  February,  1935.  May 
the  Lord  bless  them. 

We  welcome  into  our  midst  Bro.  Bertie 
Phillips  from  the  Parow  Branch  (Cape), 
and  know  he  will  help  push  the  work 
of  God  at  Springs. 

The  Springs  Branch  rejoice  in  being 
given  permission  to  hire  a  hall  from  the 
Mission  Authorities.  They  say  "  Now 
we  can  do  our  best  with  the  help  of  the 
Lord." 

The  Transvaal  District  regrets  on  hear- 
ing that  our  beloved  President  and 
Sister  Dalton  and  family  will  be  leaving 
us  soon.  We  hope  that  arrangements 
will  allow  them  to  visit  us  all  once  more 
before   their  departure. 


PORT  ELIZABETH. 

Elder    R.    K.    F.    Doller,    Branch    President, 
Bushy  Park,  23,   Quoits  St.,   Port  Elizabeth. 

Services  held  at  Mechanics'  Hall,  No.  9, 
Donkin  Street,  Sundays,  10.30  a.m.  and  7 
p.m. ;   Wednesdays,    7.30   p.m. 

On  the  13th  of  January,  Brother  and 
Sister  Robert  K.  Doller  and  family  arrived 
safely  in  P.E.  after  a  short  tour  of  the 
Union.  They  were  happily  surprised  to 
be  met  by  Elders  Albert  E.  Clarkson  and 
John   M.    Bailey. 

The  Elders  left  on  the  19th  of  Decem- 
ber for  Convention  at  Cape  Town.  P.  E. 
Branch  wishes  them  all  success  in  their 
stay  at  the  Cape  and  a  speedy  return 
to  carry  on  the  good  work  which  they 
have  started  here. 

A  Christmas  social  was  given  for  the 
Sunday  School  children  at  the  home  of 
Brother  Robert  K.  Doller.  A  very  com- 
mendable speech  was  given  by  Sister  F. 
Smith.  Interesting  games  were  played 
by  those  present,  after  which  refresh- 
ments of  ice-cream,  cakes,  and  cool 
drinks  were  served  to  the  tired  and 
hungry  people. 

The  first  social  of  the  New  Year  was 
held  on  2nd  January,  a  short  but  interest- 
ing programme  being  given  by  the  Saints 
and  friends  of  the  Branch.  Games,  which 
were  enjoyed  by  all,  concluded  the 
evening. 

The  Branch  Presidency  and  auxiliary 
organizations  of  the  P.  E.  Branch  wish  to 
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extend  their  thanks  to  all  members  and 
friends  who  have  so  kindly  assisted  them 
during  the  past  year.  .  May  they  render 
the  same  willing  service  in  the  coming 
one. 

Brother  C.  A.  Smith  and  family  arrived 
in  P.E.  on  the  5th  of  January  and  were 
conveyed  to  Uitenhage  by  motor-car. 
May  their  stay  be  a  joyous  one,  and  may 
they  arrive  safely  at  Durban  on  their 
return. 

P.E.  members  are  determined  to  make 
1935  a  banner  year,  and  great  advance- 
ment of  the  Lord's  work  can  be  expected 
from  them  during  the  new  year. 


BLOEMFONTEIN 

Elder  C.   B.  Spear,   Branch   President, 

183,   Monument  Road,   Bioemfontein. 

Christmas  Day  was  celebrated  by  the 
Primary  children  of  the  Bioemfontein 
Branch  at  the  home  of  Brother  and 
Sister  Clarence  B.  Spear.  Eighteen 
children  and  six  adults  were  present. 
Brother  Spear  played  the  role  of  Father 

THE  Hardware  House 

HAMILTON  &  DUNCAN 


Christmas  and  brought  joy  to  hearts  of 
the  children  by  presenting  each  of  them 
with  a  gift.  Sister  Spear  was  pleasant- 
ly surprised  by  having  the  youngest  girl 
and  the  youngest  boy  of  the  Primary, 
Iris  Coleman  and  Frank  Emslie,  three 
and  five  years  of  age  respectively,  give 
her  a  lovely  breakfast  cloth  with  serviettes 
to  match  and  a  beautiful  bouquet  of 
flowers  on  behalf  of  the  Primary. 

The  membership  of  the  Branch  has 
been  increased  by  five,  Brother  Sam 
Greenberg  and  family  now  being  enrolled 
as  country  members.  This  makes  a  total 
membership  of  forty,  and  with  the  bap- 
tisms which  are  expected  during  the 
coming  year  a  marked  increase  will  be 
forthcoming. 
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33  William  Street,  Mowbray 


Ladies'   and  Gent.'s  Tailors  and  Outfitters 

The  Last  Word  in  FINE  FABRICS  and  SMART  STYLES 

J.  LIZERBRUM  &  SON, 

46,  Main  Road,  Mowbray  Phone  6-2942 

Logan's  for  all  Sporting  Equipment 

We  specialize  in  TENNIS  and  BASEBALL  EQUIPMENT 
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